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1960  Advertisement Sunset Magazine (February)



Ever wondered how something becomes a classic?

We have, and we’d like to share our thoughts with you.

We believe furniture becomes classic when it demonstrates a
lasting appeal, an original personality, and a simple, innovative
beauty and function. Classics are living proof that good things
endure; they have a way of evoking a particular time and
making time irrelevant. Committees and corporations don’t
design classics. Individuals like Charles Eames and George
Nelson and Isamu Noguchi do. Their view of modern design lies
at the heart of Herman Miller’s collection of modern classics.
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Eames” Storage Unit Eames Hang-It-All” Eames Chaise
‘ t h I '
Eames Soft Pad Management Chair Eames Walnut Stools Nelson™ Swag Leg Desk
|
Eames Aluminum Group
Lounge Chair and Ottoman Eames Molded Plywood Dining Chair Eames Sofa Compact

The products above are among the original modern classics still manufactured today and available through Herman Miller.
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A 1945 Life magazine article pictured one of George Nelson’s
early designs—the Storagewall. Herman Miller founder

D.). De Pree saw the article and journeyed to New York to
convince Nelson to serve as the company’s director of design.
The warm personal and professional relationship between
Nelson and De Pree yielded a stunning range of products,
including the platform bench.

Introduced in 1946 as part of Nelson’s first collection for
Herman Miller, it possesses clean, rectilinear lines that have
made it a landmark of modern design.
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Eames Executive Chair Eames Molded Plastic Side Chair Nelson Swag Leg Chair

Goetz" Sofa Eames Molded Plywood Coffee Table Eames Molded Plywood Lounge Chair
Nt T ‘ ' |
Eames Wire Base Table Nelson Platform Bench

Nelson Swag Leg Table

The products above are among the original modern classics still manufactured today and available through Herman Miller.
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George Nelson—designer, teacher, author—wasn’t the kind of
person to sit still very long. That’s reflected in his 1956 design
statement for the Coconut chair, where he wrote that it “was
developed to give lounge seating comfort together with great
freedom of movement. Many positions are possible in this chair
with a maximum of comfort in every case.”

A chair designed to look like the fragment of a coconut shell
wasn’t a stretch for someone who said, “Total design is nothing
more or less than a process of relating everything to everything.”
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Nelson Swag Leg Chair

Eames Soft Pad
Capelli Stool Lounge Chair and Ottoman

m

Eames Molded Plywood Lounge Chair

q

Nelson Coconut Chair

Eames Soft Pad Side Chair Eames Storage Units
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Eames Aluminum Group Executive Chair

The products above are among the original modern classics still manufactured today and available through Herman Miller.
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Eames Aluminum Group
Management Chair

Kazam! Charles and Ray Eames used a little magic and a whole
lot of work to perfect their plywood-molding technique. In the
early 1940s, Charles and Ray worked through the evenings in
their small Los Angeles apartment molding plywood in what
they called the “Kazam! machine.”

This device was their version of a curing oven. It let them create
their own plywood and give it shape by using a bicycle pump
to inflate a rubber membrane that pushed glued plies of wood
against a curved, electrically heated plaster mold. The humble
machine eventually allowed the Eameses to manufacture their
molded plywood chair, named the Best Design of the 20th

Century by Time magazine.

Nelson Miniature Chest

s

Eames Molded Plastic Armchair
with Rocker Base
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Eames Desk Unit
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Eames Sofa
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Eames Molded Plywood Lounge Chair

Eames Molded Plywood Lounge Chair
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Eames Molded Plastic Side Chair

Eames Elliptical Table

The products above are among the original modern classics still manufactured today and available through Herman Miller.
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Eames Molded Plywood Dining Chair

For Isamu Noguchi, there was no line between art and furniture.
Noguchi was a sculptor by vocation, a world citizen who lived

in Paris, Japan, England, China, and New York City. His 1947
table design for Herman Miller, with its three-quarter-inch-thick
plate-glass top, is a triumph—a balance of sculptured form and
everyday function.

It’s little wonder that Noguchi’s table evokes the grace and
strength of a dancer: From 1942 until his death in 1988 he
designed all of choreographer Martha Graham’s sets.
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Eames Aluminum Group
Management Chair

Nelson Marshmallow Sofa

Eames Soft Pad Executive Chair
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Noguchi Table
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Nelson End Table
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Nelson Swag Leg Work Table
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Eames Wire Chair Eames Molded Plastic Armchair

The products above are among the original modern classics still manufactured today and available through Herman Miller.
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Even if you

don't havo

two o'clock feeding

at your house.

we think you

will appreciate the
deep comfart

of this rosewood
and |eather
lounge chair
designed by
Charles Eames for

Herman Miller




The Eames lounge chair’s development dates from 1940, when
Charles Eames and Eero Saarinen submitted a prototype to the
Museum of Modern Art’s “Organic Design in Home Furnishings”
competition in New York City. Thirty-three years later, MoMA
would make the chair part of its permanent collection.

The intervening years saw the lounge chair’s introduction in
1956 on the “Today Show” and its transformation into a modern
design icon, a lofty achievement for a chair that Charles hoped
would simply have the “warm receptive look of a well-used first
baseman’s mitt.”

Eames Lounge Chair and Ottoman Eames Molded Plastic Armchair Eames Molded Plywood Screen
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Nelson Swag Leg Table

Nelson Miniature Chest Eames Aluminum Group Side Chair
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Nelson End Table

Eames Wire Chair Eames Molded Plywood Dining Chair

The products above are among the original modern classics still manufactured today and available through Herman Miller.
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True originals are rare.

All the furniture in this Herman Miller collection is original,
authentic, fresh, and timeless.

We’re happy to present these modern classics to you.
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—Charles Eames
—George Nelson

The single common element in all man-made

Who would say that pleasure is not useful?
things is that they are designed.
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